DEBATE ON THE ARMY.                    [FEB. 1,

no advantage to the common cause, or that the people have
been betrayed by the ministry into expenses, merely that
Hanover might be enriched. When the grand confederacy
is once revived, and revived by any universal conviction of
the destructive measures, the insatiable ambition, and the
outrageous cruelty of the French, what may not the friends
of liberty presume to expect? May they not hope, my
lords, that those haughty troops which have been so long
employed in conquests and invasions, that have laid waste
the neighbouring countries with slaughters and devasta-
tions, will be soon compelled to retire to their own fron-
tiers, and be content to guard the verge of their native
provinces? May we not hope, that they will soon be driven
from their posts; that they will be forced to retreat to a
more defensible station, and admit the armies of their ene-
mies into their dominions; and that they will be pursued
from fortress to fortress, and from one intrenchment to an-
other, till they shall be-reduced to petition for peace, and
purchase it by the alienation of part of their territories.

I hope, my lords, it may be yet safely asserted that the
French, however powerful, are not invincible; that their
armies may be destroyed, and their treasures exhausted;
that they may, therefore, be reduced to narrow limits, and
disabled from being at*y longer the disturbers of the peace
of the universe.

\i is well known, my lords, that their wealth is not the
product of their own country; that gold is not dug out of
their mountains, or rolled down their rivers; but that it is
gained by an extensive and successful commerce, carried on
in many parts of the world, to the diminution of our own. It
is known, likewise, that trade cannot be continued in war,
without the protection of naval armaments; and that our
fleet is at present superiour in strength to those of the
greatest part of the universe united. It is, therefore, rea-
sonably to be hoped, that though by assisting* the house of
Austria we should provoke the French to declare war
against us, their hostilities would produce none of those
calamities which seem to be dreaded by part of this assem-
bly^ and that such a confederacy might be formed as